
MEDIA RELEASE
ALLEGATIONS MADE BY CONFIDENTE NEWSPAPER

Friday, 19th May 2017: - The City of Windhoek hereby refute allegations made by Confidente Newspaper in the article 
titled “10 000 stampede for 399 City Plots” by Patience Nyangove, as appeared in its Thursday, 18th May 2017 edition. 

The approval of the sale of 399 plots by the City of Windhoek in Khomasdal Extension 16 is a project which was 
approved by Council in July 2016 in terms of Council Resolution 129/07/2016. The 399 plots were allocated 
into the following four categories: 
• 100 allocated to the youth; 
• 140 to the applicants on the City’s waiting list; 
• 80 to the City employees 
• 79 to the general public.

The 100 plots allocated to the Youth and 80 plots allocated to the Staff members of the City of Windhoek 
were put out on Offer to Purchase in October 2016. It is thus not correct to state that the total 399 plots were 
advertised at once. The 79 plots to the general public are reserved for the City Housing Pilot Project, while the 
remaining 140 plots will be allocated to the applicants on the City’s waiting list. The total applications received 
for the two tenders (Tender PLA 03/2016 and PLA 04/2016) for the Youth and the Staff members respectively, 
was only 4421, and not 10 000 as stated by the article in Confidente. It should also be noted that only 1573 
offers of the total 4421 received met the Offer to Purchase requirements, while the remaining 2848 applications 
were disqualified for not complying with the set tender requirements; and not 6000 as stated in the said article. 

To our dismay, although the journalist acknowledged in her article that the successful bidders will be informed 
only after the verification process has been completed; she went ahead and published what she refers to as 
“preliminary list”. The City of Windhoek did not release any names and it therefore remains questionable as 
to where the list published in Confidente emanated from. We once again would like to inform the public that 
confirmed successful bidders will only be known after the entire verification process has been concluded, and 
the names published by Confidente newspaper are not yet conclusive and should therefore be disregarded. 

It is regrettable that while relevant information was availed to the newspaper it nevertheless proceeded to 
publish information which is devoid of the truth. Land and in particular urban land is and remains a sensitive 
matter given the demand for serviced land. Therefore, it is expected that the media institutions act responsibly 
when disseminating information related to transactions involving land. This rather misleading information will 
unfortunately only serve to sow further confusion in the public domain and in particular the prospective buyers 
involved in these transactions. 

We urge the media institutions to refrain from reporting inaccurate information on Council items and to ensure 
that the information disseminated is verified through our established channels of communications before 
further disseminating such information into the public domain. 
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